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General Marking Guidance  
 

 

• All  candidat es must  receive t he same t reat ment .   Examiners must  mark t he 

f irst  candidat e in exact ly t he same way as t hey mark t he last .  

• Mark schemes should be appl ied posit ively.  Candidat es must  be rewarded for 

what  t hey have shown t hey can do rat her t han penal ised for omissions.   

• Examiners should mark according t o t he mark scheme not  according t o t heir 

percept ion of  where t he grade boundaries may l ie.   

• There is no ceil ing on achievement .  Al l  marks on t he mark scheme should be 

used appropriat ely.   

• All  t he marks on t he mark scheme are designed t o be awarded.  Examiners 

should always award ful l  marks if  deserved,  i .e.  i f  t he answer mat ches t he 

mark scheme.   Examiners should also be prepared t o award zero marks if  t he 

candidat e’ s response is not  wort hy of  credit  according t o t he mark scheme.  

• Where some j udgement  is required,  mark schemes wil l  provide t he principles 

by which marks wil l  be awarded and exemplif icat ion may be l imit ed.  

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding t he appl icat ion of  t he mark scheme 

t o a candidat e’ s response,  t he t eam leader must  be consult ed.  

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS t he candidat e has replaced it  

wit h an al t ernat ive response.  

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1a   

(5) 

Type check  Rej ect s dat a it ems wit h more t han a set  number of  charact ers 

 

 

Format  check  Rej ect s dat a it ems where t he dat a t ype is not  t he same as a set  

t ype 

 

Lengt h check  Rej ect s dat a it ems t hat  do not  mat ch a part icular pat t ern 

 

Check digit   Rej ect s dat a it ems t hat  have been lef t  blank 

 

Presence 

check 

 Rej ect s dat a it ems where a calculat ion using t he dat a does not  

give t he f inal  digit  of  t he dat a as a result  

 

Range check  Rej ect s dat a it ems t hat  are larger or smal ler t han set  values 

 

 

1 mark for each correct line 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1(b) Proof  reading /  double ent ry /  any sensible descript ion  

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

2   

(1) 

 

Task Label 

Advert ise a comput er game using t ext ,  graphics,  sound,  and video G 

St ore and search t he personal det ails of  al l  t he st udent s in a school A 

Make a brochure t o advert ise a new housing development  D 

Repair damage on an old phot ograph F 

Calculat e pay and print  pay sl ips B 

Produce a t emplat e for a business let t er C 

Creat e an int eract ive screen t o let  people send messages t o each ot her E 

 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3(a) Product  code     1 mark  

 

any 2 of :    

price may change 

product  name is mult i-part  

code is short  /  f ixed lengt h so easy t o val idat e 

 

1 mark each t o a maximum of  2 marks.  

 

NOT,  i t  is unique.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3(b) answers may include:  

 

add         st ocking a new t ype of  paper    1 mark 

delet e         no longer sel l ing a t ype of  paper    1 mark 

amend        changing t he price /  ot her plausible f ield  1 mark 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3(c)   

(6) 

 

Field name Data type Field length 

Product  name   t ext  /  charact er /  alpha-numeric  18   t o 25 

Product  code t ext  /  charact er /  alpha-numeric 6 

Price currency 4 t o 6 

 

1 mark for each correct  t ype  

1 mark for each correct  lengt h 
 

 



 

 
Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (a)  

Any of  B12 t o G12  

 

1 mark.  

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (b) Any of  B10 t o G10   or   H12   

 

1 mark.  
 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (c)  
 cel l  B6  number 1 mark 

 cel l  C11  currency 1 mark 

 cel l  E2   t ext   1 mark 
 

 

 

(3) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d)(i)  

  MAX /  MAXIMUM 

 

1 mark 
 

 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (d)(ii)  

 B10 t o G10 /  row 10 

 

1 mark 
 

 

 

 

(1) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

4 (e) Look for t he fol lowing ideas:  

 

For 1 mark Select  rows  10,  11 and 12,  CUT and past e t o row 11 

or higher 

 

or 

 

For 2 marks   Select  A10 t o H12 CUT and past e t o A11 or higher 

 

or 

 

For 3 marks  Select  A10 t o H12 

  CUT and past e t o A11 or higher 

  Check and correct  formulae 

or 

 

For 3 marks Select  any of  rows 3 - 9 /  select  row 3/ 4/ 5/ et c.  

  Insert  

  1 or more rows 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 
 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (a)(i)  

 a single binary digit   /   1 or 0  

 

1 mark 
 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (a)(ii)          

 8 bit s 

 

1 mark 
 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (b)  

 255 OR 256   

 

1 mark 
 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (c)  

 1024 byt es 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (d)(i) Anyt hing sensible about  reducing t he required st orage space 

 

1 mark 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

5 (d)(ii) mpeg /  j pg /  DiVX /  any plausible compressed f i le t ype.  

 

1 mark 

 

 

(1) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (a)  swit ch /  hub 

 net work card /  NIC 

  

NOT cable 

2 marks 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (b)  WAN uses t elecommunicat ions /  ext ernal inks 

1 mark 

 LAN is self  cont ained /  uses own  media  

1 mark 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (c)(i) look for t he ideas:  

 Save t he cost  of  hardware /  cables /  swit ch /  server 

 Cheaper inst al lat ion because less labour 

2 marks 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (c)(ii) Answers may include:  

 

Cost  of  ext ra peripherals /  print ers /  Int ernet  l inks 

Cost  of  sof t ware /  no net work l icensed sof t ware  

Ext ra admin cost s  

 no cent ral ised backup 

 no remot e help 

 ot her sensible admin problem 

Cost  associat ed wit h having t o t ransfer dat a by e.g.  CD /  f lash 

drive 

 

Any sensible ext ra cost  

1 mark each t o a maximum of  2 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d)(i) answers may include:  

 must  be logged in local ly t o get  at  t he f i les 

 cannot  be at t acked t hrough t he net work 

1 mark 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

6 (d)(ii) answers may include:  

 cent ral ised securit y can be imposed 

 access levels f rom net work 

1 mark 

 

 

(1) 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (a) NOTE.  Maximum of  6 marks if  t he form has space for writ t en ent ries,  

e.g.  signat ure 

 

1 mark for each of :  

• name 

• email  address 

• password and conf irm password 

• any two payment  met hod f ields e.g.   

  t ype of  payment ,   credit  /  debit  

  card t ype /  use paypal ,  google checkout  or similar 

  card number /  account  name 

  expiry dat e  /  val id f rom dat e  

 

To a maximum of  4 marks 

 

• form t it le 

• company name /  logo 

• submit  det ails met hod 

• cancel met hod 

• met hod of  leaving t he page eg back but t on 

• on screen inst ruct ions for t he user 

 

To a maximum of  4 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(8) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b)(i) Look for t he ideas:   

 

Securit y measure t o prevent  ot hers using t he account  /  f raud /  ident it y 

t hef t  

To speed up ent ry t o t he sit e next  t ime 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

7 (b)(ii) Look for t he ideas:  

Password may be **** so need t o check it  is what  t he person t hought  it  

was 

In case of  t ypo on f irst  password 

 

1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

(1) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (a)(i) f ibre-opt ic 

1 mark 
 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (a)(ii) f ibre-opt ic 

1 mark 
 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (a)(iii) WiFi 

1 mark 
 

(1) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (b) Answers may include:  

 

 Web host ing 

 sale of  domain names /  web sit e names 

 news groups 

 news /  weat her  

 chat  rooms 

 messaging service /  sms 

 any reasonable Int ernet  based service 

 

1 mark each t o a maximum of  3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

8 (c) Look for t he ideas:  

 

• rout er may have buil t  in f irewal l  /  f i l t er ot her reasonable add 

on,  describes what  f irewal l  /  f i l t er does.  

• rout er knows which comput er incoming messages /  dat a should 

go t o,  keeps dat a for each comput er separat e 

• rout er holds names /  numbers /  ID of  each comput er in t he 

net work,  can al locat e IDs /  DHCP,  can keep dat a for each 

comput er separat e 

 

2 x 1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

9 (a) Fact ors are:  

 

f requency of  backup 

e.g.  every day /  hourly,    so only lose smal l  amount  of  changes 

 

choice of  media 

e.g.  DVD /  net work drive,  big enough for 100 Mb 

 

st orage of  backup media 

e.g.  on-l ine /  f ireproof  safe,   for quick recovery /  secure 

 

t imings  

e.g.  overnight  /  af t er close of  business,   no disrupt ion t o work 

 

1 mark for each fact or 

1 mark for each explanat ion 

 

To a maximum of  6 marks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

9 (b)(i) Answers may include:  

Logon /  user names.   Only aut horised can logon t o (dat abase) syst em 

 

Access levels.   Only aut horised groups (access level) can see records 

 

Password /  encrypt ion on dat abase /  records,  only aut horised know t he 

password 

 

1 mark for met hod 

 

1 mark for explanat ion 

2 x 2 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

9 (b)(ii) Answers may include:  

  

Firewal l ,  prevent s out siders seeing /  ent ering t he net work 

 

Ant i virus,  prevent s t roj ans al lowing unaut horised ent ry /  sending dat a 

out  

 

1 mark for met hod 

 

1 mark for explanat ion 

 

2 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

10 (a) Answers may include:  

 

• quot at ion marks,   t o keep 1960s and music t oget her 

• + sign,   so search includes 1960s  and music 

• ext ra words,  add Brit ish and /  or pop t o get  t ype of  music 

needed 

• search only nat ive language,  t o get  r id of  foreign sit es 

• search only own count ry /  Brit ish,  t o get  r id of  foreign sit es 

• search for individual  years,  for more specif ic sit es 

• search for individual  people /  bands,  for more specif ic sit es 

 

any ot her reasonable met hod wit h an explanat ion.  

 

1 + 1  for any 3 met hods.  

 

Maximum 6 marks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(6) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

10 (b)(i) Answers may include:  

 

 on-l ine encyclopedia 

 ( pop music) forums 

 on-l ine music magazines 

 fan club web sit es (for 1960s pop groups) 

 any sensible on-l ine source 

 

1 mark per source t o a maximum of  2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

10 (b)(ii) Look for t he idea:  

 

Wiki ent ries may be writ t en by anyone so:   1 mark 

 possibil i t y of   del iberat e false ent ries 

 ent ries may be al t ered /  vandal ised 

 possibil i t y of  mist aken ent ries 

   

any sensible explanat ion    1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

11(a) In any order.  1 mark for a weight  and reason.  

 

Weight  1 less t han 1Kg,  t ypical dat a for belt  A 

Weight  2 1Kg /  0.999 Kg,  ext reme dat a for A - B 

Weight  3 over 1 Kg and less t han 2 Kg,  t ypical dat a for belt  B 

Weight  4 2Kg /  1.999Kg,  ext reme dat a for B - C 

Weight  5 over 2Kg,  t ypical dat a for belt  C 

 

5 marks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(5) 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

11 (b) Look for t he ideas:  

 

 Lower l imit  is 0Kg,  i.e no melon /  cannot  have negat ive melons.  

 No upper l imit  t o scales /  al l  melons over 2Kg are C /  melons 

 don't  grow t oo big for t he machine t o handle.  

 

1 mark for lower l imit  

1 mark for upper l imit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) 

 



 

 
Question 

Number 

Answer Mark 

11 (c) posit ioned bet ween weigh and send t o belt  C  Max 3 marks 

posit ioned anywhere else    Max 2 marks 

  

Look for:  

weight  > 10Kg  1 mark 

Yes = St op  1 mark 

No = Cont inue  1 mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Furt her copies of  t his publ icat ion are available f rom 
Edexcel Publ icat ions,  Adamsway,  Mansf ield,  Not t s,  NG18 4FN 
 
Telephone 01623 467467 
Fax 01623 450481 

Email  publicat ions@linneydirect .com 

Order Code UG024278 Summer 2010 
 
 
For more informat ion on Edexcel qual if icat ions,  please visit  www.edexcel.com/ quals  
 
 
Edexcel Limit ed.  Regist ered in England and Wales no.4496750 
Regist ered Of f ice:  One90 High Holborn,  London,  WC1V 7BH 

 


